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dpi : We found that your works are full of childlike fantasies,
they are really naive. Could you share your aesthetic or
philosophy about your work?

Claudia : I live in a suburban town surrounded by nature,
especially hummingbirds and many kinds of other birds
that nurture my soul and give me inspiration. | always look
for the bright side of things and maybe this spreads into

dpi : Are there any art period or style has influenced you?
And how would you describe your own style?
Claudia : During my period as a student | was very

influenced by the Impressionists as in the capture of
a special moment. I'm still fascinated by the intuitive
use of the color by Claude Monet. | share with him the
gardening passion for ponds and water lilies. | believe
that my work changes with my experiences and with
my own change. Lately I’'m more interested in a clearer
space / image, and | try to remove things that do not
contribute to the idea | want to draw. My work is tending
towards a minimalist style, but I’m still working on it.

dpi : What material, tool and techniques did you use and
why you choose that? Usually, what’s your working process
when you create?

Claudia : | use gouache, ink and watercolors; sometimes |
mix them with collage.

My working process begins by reading several times the
text | have to illustrate. At the time | feel as if I'm brooding
an egg in the nest. | think in the climate that | want to give
to the story and | begin some sketches of the characters
or of the scenarios. | have a tendency to work long hours
looking for the different / parallel levels of meaning,
trying not to repeat the idea of the text but to add to it
or to give my vision of it. Sometimes the first idea prevails,
but | always try to find other points of view as well. Then
comes the coloring... and play-time!

my work.
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Claudia Degliuomini was born in Buenos
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Aires, Argentina, in April 1966.
Literature Festival. Athens, Greece 2009

* Blue Book Group. Owl Spot Theater. Tokyo,
She’s graduated from the National
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* Selected at the Biennial International of Japon. Y
Academy of Fine Arts. She’s attended lllustration "I colori del Sacro. Terra". Padova, Italy
several illustration workshops and 2009 * Palazzo Vescovile. Biennial International of M
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! by ALIJA, the argentine branch of IBBY Italy.
IUNA (National Art University Institute). (International Board on Books for Young People), * Texn6polis Cultural Center. Iberoamerican 02 03
Since 2003 she illustrates children books as The Best lllustrated Book of the Year 2008. Literature Festival. Athens, Greece. o1 @ &
for different publishers in Argentina, * Selected in the catalogue "When the cows fly" * Bogota International Children's Books Fair.
Argentina guest of honor. Bologna Children's Book Colombia.
. . .. Brazil, USA, Italy, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Fair 2008. * Blue Book Group. Momayez Art Gallery. 04
ClaUdla Deg“UOmInl Spain and the UK. She’s participated in * Selected to represent Argentina at the Teheran, Iran.

cdegliuomini@gmail.com
www.degliuomini.com.ar
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* Recoleta Cultural Center "Art Machine"
Retrospective. Buenos Aires. Argentina.

several collective exhibitions around the ~ Biennial international of lllustration.

Bratislava, Eslovaquia.
world and her work has been awarded. 4
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dpi : Please talk about your books "Pajarraigos" and
"Gigante", what are thestories about?

Claudia : “Pajarraigos” (Birdroots) tells a metaphoric
story about birds with roots. The birds have long
fingernails that bury into the ground and settle. Then
the trees that are descendants from them keep seeing
our world from above. It was a good opportunity for
me to work with deep feelings. | was very touched
by this story. Happily this book was selected by ALIJA,
the argentine branch of IBBY (International Board on
Books for Young People), as The Best Illustrated Book
of the Year. “Gigante” (Giant) is an adventure in a
garden with three characters: a boy, his grandmother
and an ant. It talks about the different points of view
depending from where you look at things, and how
those points of view are not shared by everyone. Out of
empathy | chose to tell the story from the character of
the ant, perhaps because of the energy it puts into the
work and its ability to stand up to adversity.

dpi : Would you please describe your book "Monstruos
de coleccién”, what message you would like to show
through images of this book?

Claudia : “Monstruos de colecciéon” (Collection
Monsters) brings together four hilarious stories of
young monsters. One is about Polikarpio, a monster
that goes out on his own to scare kids, but encounters
some trouble as he’s wearing a new pair of shoes.
The second is about Tartufo’s unpleasant visit to the
hairdresser’s: he hates haircuts. Then there’s the story of
the arrival of a sister to Ruflo’s house and his monstrous
jealousy. And finally, a love story between a monster
daughter, born to a royal family, and a young prince,
born in a cave of monsters. In this book my job was to
place emphasis on tenderness and the ridicule, | was
to imagine laughable

situations and items from monsters
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dpi : We found that you have published your
own books which named "The Autumn" and
"The Winter", you are both the illustrator and
writer of them. Could you share with us about
what’s the difference between these two kinds
of characters? Andwhat’s the most challenged
part when you worked?
Claudia : Definitely the biggest challenge in
this kind of work is to find the words to interact
with the image without repeating it. | always
start with the image, which sometimes comes
from a dream, and then | work on it. In these
cases | had a lot of freedom from the publishers
to experiment and | had the time required,
which makes all the difference. The second
book to be published, “The Winter”, was more
relaxed and allowed me more fun. | didn’t
even presented sketches to the publisher. | told
them about the idea and they gave me all the
liberty to doit.
Both “The Autumn” and “The Winter” emerge
from the idea of transforming a season of the
year into a character that moves but enjoys the
journey. | tried to make visible these moments
with its particular smells and memories in our
lives. There is also a play with words between
the journey and season, and of course there’s a
love story. It is in my plans to continue the series
when | have the time for my own projects.

dpi : Which works is the most special or the most
favorite for you? Would you please share the
work and the reason as well with us?

Claudia : | have great affection for “The
Autumn”, perhaps because it was my first book
as an author-illustrator. But my favorite is always
the one I’'m working on at the moment.
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dpi : As an artist, have you been influenced by your own country
Argentina? Would you please to share the creating experience
or illustration environment there?

Claudia : | feel influenced by the light and temperature of my
country, by the color of the earth and the skies, by the large

flat extensions and by the southern landscapes.
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Our illustration environment now is growing with the

appearance of new small publishers. In Argentina there’s no
formal education to become an illustrator, so many of us come
from different disciplines such as the Fine Arts or the Graphic
Design mostly. We learn working and visiting the big book
events like the Bologna Children’s Book Fair.

dpi : What’s your creating plan in the future?

Claudia : I'm always working on a book, trying to beat myself
at every step, to convey a message keeping things simple, to
make visible what goes unnoticed.

I wish | could reach new international markets and publishers. |
often feel my country plays it safe and leaves no room for new

expressions less stereotyped than usual.m
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